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EDITOR'’S NOTE

Plans and lives disrupted

&

is enough
‘Ne |

R We had plans this week to run
an essay about bishops by Eugene
Kennedy, whose insights have
| long provided a way to make sense
' . of what sometimes seems incom-
prehensible. We were also going
to publish a lovely and moving
report/reflection by John L. Allen
Jr. on his recent visit to Taizé.
There is a nuclear weapons analy-
sis on hold as well as a report about
Catholic Workers on trial in New York.
All of that was held — we’ll get to it
eventually — to provide coverage of the
grand jury report out of Philadelphia on
the disturbing cases of child sex abuse by
priests and the calculated cover-up of
those crimes by members of the hierarchy.
We could have chosen to run less about it.
For more than 20 years, however, we have
argued for release of the details of this
debilitating scandal, we have asked the
church to come clean, to open the archives
and let the, community know precisely

what was done behind our backs by our

leaders. The sad part is that it has taken
judges’ orders and grand jury investiga-
tions, where successful, to undo the secre-
cy. So when some light is shed and a
record of what went on is available, mem-
bers of the community deserve to know. It
is tough reading about awful crimes and

‘the equally awful strategies used to cover

them up. We have left much graphic detail
out of the account. Given the volume of
offenses and the number of perpetrators, it
to say that the crimes included
ault, inc o rape, of consider-

adjust plans for this week’s issue, that we
were experiencing in a small way what the
scandal has done in countless large ways
to the wider Catholic community. Life gets
disrupted, plans are put on hold, ugly
truths repeatedly intrude on the lives of
individuals, parishes and dioceses. We are
expected to accept as explanation, in the
way Cardinal Justin Rigali reportedly
explained to Philadelphia priests this
week, that “mistakes were made” that no
one is “perfect” or “without sin.” What we
all know, of course, is that something is
terribly wrong.

I have a long acquaintance with
Philadelphia. I grew up in that archdio-
cese, though well outside the city proper. I
was an altar boy there, and learned in the

. archdiocese’s schools and high schools. I

have fond memories of many priests who

.played no small role in my formation. I

grieve for those priests who have to work

on under the shadow of these revelations.

All I can offer is our shared understanding

ahat knowing the truth is the path to free-:
om.

W N

As if that weren't enough for one week,
we had the sacking of Fr. Walter Cuenin in
Boston (see story on Page 9) and the long
and friendly meeting between Pope Bene-
dict XVI and his longtime friend, colleague
and archeritic, Fr. Hans Kung. —

Finally, Arthur Jones weighs in, in his
inimitable style, with part four of his good-
bye. He’s had his final word, and it’'s a
wonderful read, but we haven’t had ours.

‘More later this month.



No more: Catholics deserve _
better than Kurtz’s excuses
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Your Turn
Cal Pfeiffer
Guest columnist

Archbishop Joseph Kurtz's offensive and insensi-
tive comments in a recent Sunday edition of the Cou-
rier Journal proves he is part of the problem of deceit
and deception by bishops covering for pedophile
priests.

As stated in the Pennsylvania Grand Jury’s
Report, “It seemed as if there was a script.
Through the end of the 20th century, the dio-
cese developed consistent strategies for hiding
child sex abuse. While the patterns were fairly

apparent to us from the documents, we also

had experts review them: special agents as- Joseph

signed to the FBI's Critical Incident Response Kurtz
Group: Behavioral Analysis Unit Il — Crimes
Against Children.

The agents identified seven factors that arose re-
peatedly in the diocesan response to child abuse com-
plaints: First — Use of euphemisms: Mischaracteriza-
tions of assaults and misleading designations for the
removal of priests for a complaint of child sexual
abuse. Violent criminal sexual acts, for example, were
often described as “inappropriate” contact or “bound-

—

ary issues.” The temporary or permanent removal of a
priest from service was often coded as “sick leave” or
“leave.”

Kurtz was quoted as using words such as, “sins and
omissions by Catholic priests and Catholic Bishops”
and “those that have been hurt by these terrible situa-
tions” and “dealing with these issues.” Crimes were
committed, children were raped and/or sodomized,
lives have been lost, marriages broken and
worst of all, faith in God destroyed.

He also talks about fostering a safe environ-
ment when the Archdiocese of Louisville’s own
training program fails to even include the word
“priest” as a possible sexual offender. He talks
about reaching out to victims; they have been
saying this since 1993 with little, if any, evi-
dence. Where is the effort to help victims/sur-
vivors heal, how about their families? Why are
convicted priests still being financially supported?
Why are there still people at the Archdiocese of Louis-
ville that knew of the cover-up?

Bottom line, Louisville Catholics deserve better,
Kurtz needs to go and hopefully some other bishop
can restore integrity.

Cal Pfeiffer is the Louisville leader for the Survivors
Network of those Abused by Priests.

Compares pope to Jo?h;Edwards

%wll'wasraisedinthe
tzugb:“thmaishsﬂpotbear
false witness asaulzst thy
neighbor” Where I come
from, a lie is a lie no matter
who tells it. The church may
continue to rationalize its
lies, but we may have to look
elsewhere for a Vicar of
Christ.

PAUL A. SCHUM
Louisville 40216



f’_rotéétiﬁg_kids from predators

By Steve Pence

Special to The Courier-Journal

want to commend Gov. Er-

nie Fletcher and thank the

General Assembly for

working in a bipartisan
manner to pass a historic piece
of legislation, which will un-
doubtedly save many children
from the trau-
ma of being
preyed upon
by sexual of-
fenders.

By setting
aside political
differences
and uniting in
the effort to
better protect
the families
of Kentucky, we have reached
a goal that some believed

AL
Steve Pence

wouldn’t happen during this

session: strengthening the laws
pertaining to sexual predators.

Information is the most
powerful tool parents can have
in shielding their families from
danger.

Citizens of Kentucky have a
right to know if there is a per-
son in our children’s class-
rooms who poses a threat to
our sons or daughters.

Parents have a right to
know if there is a person in
their neighborhood who has a
history of burglaries or vio-
lence.

For far too long we lived in
‘ignorance of these risks.

That is why when the Ken-
- tucky Coalition Against Sexual
Offenders (KCASA) began the
process of strengthening Ken-

tucky’s sexual offender laws,
one of the most important as-
pects for our group was to

nile court system alone.

However, through con-

tinued meetings with legisla-
tors of both parties in the
House and Senate, as well as
with public defenders, a con-
sensus was achieved.
_ Juvenile courts are now go-
ing to become a little more ac-
countable, and the police and
public will gain a lot more in-
formation about who is com-
mitting crimes in our com-
munities.

House Bill 3, as it pertains
to the juvenile courts in Ken-
tucky will have two notable ef-
fects:

> It will require court
clerks to keep a public record
book of juveniles who have
committed crimes such as bur-
glary, drug trafficking, rape or
homicide, and crimes involv-
ing a deadly weapon.

P It will allow law enforce-
ment officers to gain access to
all juvenile court proceedings
for use in investigations and
prosecutions.

It is difficult to believe that
this information is currently
being withheld from the police
and the public, and when we
first began our research, we
were repeatedly told that cur-
rent laws already allow the
public to have access to the
records of violent juvenile of-
fenders.

But when I talked with the
police, I found as so often in
life, what may be true in theory
is not the case in practice, and
the police and public were be-
ing denied this basic informa-
tion.

KCASA did not get all that
it sought in this legislation, and
I think there is a lot left to ac-
complish in ensuring accoun-

ability in the juvenile court
However, compromise
to getting things
nktort, SO we were

_ public.to have
ion about juve-

provement over what it has ac-
cess to now, which is virtually
nothing,

There is still much to be ac-
complished and improvements
to be made to laws pertaining
to juvenile records. I plan to
work toward more progressive
changes with the General As-
sembly in upcoming sessions.

Perhaps in the future, law-
makers will decide that all ju-
venile court proceedings
should be open to the public.
Many other states have fol-
lowed this path.

Although we should not
pass laws just because other
states have them, I pledge to
the citizens of Kentucky that I
will make every effort to make
the current changes in juvenile
courts work for the betterment
of our police and communities.

For a parent, there is no
price too high to pay to protect
our children from predators.

However, as helpful as these
new laws may be in certain
areas, every parent will agree
that knowing where your child
is, who the child’s friends are,
and what the child does on the
computer will remain the first
line of defense.

Steve Pence, a former prosecutor
Jfrom Louisville, is lieutenant gover-
nor of Kentucky; he also serves as
secretary of the state Justice and
Public Safety Cabinet.
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Uncovermg the coverup

od knows — and He
does — Protestants
shouldn’t be throw-

ing stones at the Ro-

man Catholic Church for the
scandals involving the abuse
of children by some priests.
Protestants have a blem-
ished history of how they
have handled their own
scandalsmm]:vmgextramar—
ltalsex,nns—

Cal

appropri-
Thomas

which detailed
adultery and the alleged rape

of a young stewardess who

worked on his private jet),

Jim Bakker (sex with his sec-
retary), Jimmy Swaggart (sex
with a prostitute) and Ted
Haggard (sex with a man),

among too many others.

The difference between

ated funds I

AP lilu luumal Sentinei
The Rev: Lawrence Murphy, in
a 1974 photo.

of a priest under his direct
supervision when he was
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in
Munich. The New York
Times reported last week
that Ratzinger “was copied
on a memo that informed
him that a priest, whom he
had approved sending to
therapy in 1980 to overcome
pedophilia, would be re-

turned to pastoral work:

was later convicted of

molesting boys in another

Various apologists claim
Ratzinger didn’t know about
any of this. In politics, that is
called protecting the presi-
dent by givinghim “plausible
deniability.” The pope’s con-
tinued denials are not plaus1—
ble.

The Vatican has also
strongly defended its deci-
sion not to defrock an Amer-
ican priest accused of mo-
lesting boys at a school for
the deaf in Wisconsin.
Church and. Vahcan docu-

of abuse of children have
captivated public attention
and deepened t with
the way the church has han-
dled them, Cardinal Sean
Brady, the head of the Roman
Catholic Church in Ireland,
will be pressured to quit ifhe
refuses to resign, according
to the London Times. The
Northern Ireland As_sembly
is preparing to begin an in-
vestigation of Brady and

~ child abuse in the province.

The president of Switzer-
land, Doris Leuthard, has
called for a central registry of
pedophile priests.

The problem for the
Catholic Church is that it is
extremely difficult to “fire”
anyone. If shame does not
cause abusive priests and
their protectors to quit, noth-
ing else can, except perhaps
an exodus by Catholics from
their congregations (taking
their contributions with
them instead of seeing the
money go to settle victims’
lawsuits). Other options in-
clude conversion to another
faith, or no faith at all. = .

In all of this, it appears
that the Catholic Church is
more interested in preserv-
ing the institution than the

integrity of the One it is sup-

B
must be held accountable. A |

posed to represent.
The Catholic

formal investigation should
be conducted, which ex-
empts no one, including the
pope. It should be run by
people not in the church hi-
erarchy or beholden to it
‘Anything less will not satisfy
public opinion, much less a

Higher Authority.
. .In his instructions to

' neeeami:ymapastor,Paul

‘writes, “ _theuverseermust

|
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The new pope

It has been well docu-
mented that Pope Francis
has been a champion of
the poor. The financially
poor come to mind first,
but will he be a champion
for the poor in spirit?

That is, those that have
had their spirit broken by
sexually abusive priests
and their enabling bish-
0ps.

Those that have taken
their lives. in despair,
those that have taken sol-
ace in alcoholism, those
whose marriages have
failed and those that left
the church in disgust with
the cover-up.

The election of Pope

Francis has been a sign of
hope that the message in .
the parable of “The Lost
Sheep” will be a guiding
principle for the Catholic
Church in the near future.

May God bless you,

Pope Francis, in your en-
deavors to neach out to all-
of the poor. :

Phece

. ofthose Abused by Priests

CAL PFEIFFER
'90"3 Member
Survivors Network

% *"_h[outswfﬂé 40207



1 not shaken

on that sexually abuses
jild is a criminal and
ld be turned over to the
e, prosecuted and serve
m sentence allowed un-
r if proven guilty. The
jespicablenessof sucha
" children should leave
 of tolerance for such a
nyone who abets such
lation of a child should
secuted to the fullest ex-
law. There is simply no
slerance of sins against
lnerable members of society.

fe-long member of the Catholic
d my i like those of
jjority of Catholics, are of nuns,
brothers who helped to form my
lJues and ethics to lead a life
he values of the Gospel. The for-
ich I received from such people
ye McGee, Sister Bernadine Nash
r Curry the values
to me by my parents. They chal-
ydded, cajoled and led me to ac-
the best of myself and of those

. o e
ghaabyaﬁewmembemoﬂhe

Richard Blair
Louisville,
high school
teacher
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“The assessment increase from 5 percent to 8 percent will
have far-reaching effects on all parish ministries, most nota-
bly the parish grade school.”

— Scott Floore, Louisville 40220
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clergy of the thousands that have
served the Archdiocese of Louis-
ville alone do not shake my faith as
aCatholic. This was a sub-question

to us for consideration in this
blog. The Catholic Churchis much
larger than the horrendous actions
of a few, as is the case in any reli-
gion or organization. My experi-
ences as a child, a young man and

al development of the whole per-

son. As a kid growing up in St. Vin-

cent de Paul Parish in Germantown, I was

exposed to clergy and religious people who
cared about others, and that continues.

One of the most valuable lessons that has

been emphasized throughout my life by the

clergy and the religious has been to accept

ility for one’s actions. As painful as

that canbe, it is the responsibility of

the Catholic Church, from Rome to Louis-

ville, to deal aggressively with this problem.

It is not the role of the Church to satisfy the
variousmedia.ltisthemllteégiﬁChU{'Ch:O
bring justice to the exploi to bring to
i the vilest of
le among us —

justice those who
crimes on the most
our children.

anadulthave beeninaChurchthat
provides for the spiritual and mor-

anyway won't really mind —
after all, we are a family.
Perhaps former Oklahoma
Gov. Frank Keating was cor-
rect when he said that some of
the bishops were behaving like
Cosa Nostra/Mafia. We have
certainly been made an offer

we can't refuse. Unbelievable! —

And another thing — are
good Catholic people truly pay-
ing salaries and housing ex-
penses for those “removed”
priests because canon law re-
quires it?

If so, “the law is an ass.”
Apologies to Charles Dickens.

DOLORES T. QUIRE
Louisville 40218

. .. The buck is passed

The Roman Catholic Arch-
diocese of Louisville is doing
far more than selling property
and cutting services, as the
headline on Page 1 of the Aug.
21 Courier-Journal suggest-
ed. A key element to cost re-
covery/revenue generation
was detailed on 7 as new
costs to parishes. The assess-
ment increase from 5 percent
to 8 percent will have far-
reaching effects on all Yarish
ministries, most notably the

rish grade school. Fewer dol-
ars in the parish budget to
fund these schools will result
in additional pressure on the
schools and, therefore, on the
families who send their chil-
dren to these schools. The
brunt of the cost for the arch-
diocese’s negligence has been

passed, in large part, to our
%ﬁishioners, school families

children. ,
As one of those who will ul-

timately be asked to pay for the

ims, the lawyers and the

racy, these events and

actions taken to resolve
m offend me. While the cur-

rent leaders are in place at the

archdiocese, additional gifts to

the church, such as the Cathol-

ic Services Appeal, will receive
no support.

SCOTT FLOORE

Louisville 40220
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Papacy under fire

e scandal of sexual
abuse of children by
Roman = Catholic
priests, which led to

the dismissal of 700 priests
in the United States alone
in a single three-year peri-
od, now threatens to engulf
the papacy.

If that assessment
sounds extreme, consider
the Nixon-era echoes in a
National Catholic Reporter
editorial about Pope Bene-
dict XVI: “The focus now
is on Benedict. What did
he know? When did he
know it? How did he act
once he knew?”

At the moment, neither
Catholics nor the larger
public know the answers
to those questions. What is
clear is that for 33 years —
as archbishop of Munich,
prefect of the

reported

this week by The New York
= theﬁm:nla

Ratzinger, pope
and then the archbishop of
Munich, was informed that
a German priest whom he
had ordered into therapy
for pedophilia was to be

it tutionand to offer a full ac-

top official in Rome, was
one of several Vatican
leaders who decided
against defrocking an
American priest accused
of molesting as many as
200 boys at a school for the
deaf in Wisconsin. Cardi-
nal Ratzinger failed in1996
to reply to two letters
about the case from the
archbishop of Milwaukee,
and the Vatican appeared
keenly interested in secre-
cy in the case. The priest,
who was never dismissed,
died in 1998.

Meanwhile, horrifying
new allegations of abuse
by priests are roiling Eu-
rope. The Pope this week
accepted the resignation of
a bishop in Ireland and ad-
dressed a letter expressing
“shame and remorse” to
Irish Catholics in the wake
of government investiga-
tions that reveal decades of
sexual abuse of hundreds
of thousands of children
and widespread cover-ups
by the church. Additional
abuse allegations have sur-
faced in Germany, Austria
and the Netherlands.

The Vatican l:.as.reacta;?1
angrily to reports
questions about the Pope’s
role and has denounced
what it terms efforts to
“smear” Benedict. But the
wronged parties in this
sordid history ‘are not
popes, priests or the
church. The victims are
the uncountable children
who have been molested
by sexually predatory
priests.

The time is long past for
the church to drop its re-
flexive defense of the insti-

done

Kelly’s resignation . . .
After having reviewed the
158—pa§e John Jay report pro-
duced for the Catholic Confer-
ence of Bishops, it becomes
abundantly clear that Arch-
bishop Thomas Kelly has done
everything wrong that could
have been done wrong with his
handling of the victims.

The Courier-Journal has
done a questionable job of rep-
resenting the interests of the
victims. I read your paper daily
and notice the positive articles
written on behalf of the church.

_The victims of the various
priests are still here. Our sto-
ries and our desire to see Keily
step down have not diminished
or waned since the settlement.
We are outraged, and the de-
mands for his resignation go
unheeded.

We victims are not the only
people who feel he should re-
linquish his control over this
archdiocese. It is time for a new
archbishop who will feel our
pain, and the parishioners’
pain as well, a person who will
take the assertive steps to rec-
oncile what Kelly has effective-
ly brought into question, that
being our faith.

KYLE A. BURDEN
Louisville 40214
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Catholic cover-up

How many times, in how
many venues, does it have to be
reported and documented that
Catholic bishops and officials

+ covered up for pedophiles?

Los Angeles is the latest. Will
there ever be outrage? Louis-
ville has a similiar documented
history of coverup.

Will Cardinal Mahony be pro-
moted and given a villa in Italy
like Cardinal Law? Will he be
celebrated like Bishop Medley
of Owensboro, who was promot-
ed to bishop and selected as an
Honoree by both the Catholic
Education Foundation of Louis-
ville and Bellarmine Univer-
sity? What message is sent
when our local Catholic offi-

cials are presented documents
showing Medley’s involvement
in cover-ups and they still honor
him? What an outrage.
; CAL PFEIFFER
Louisville 40207



Comments on the Vatican’s plan to ban homosexual priests

Celibacy of priests
The Vatican refuses to deal
with its manmade law requiring
celibacy of its priests. A major
goal of this latest review of the
seminaries is to remove homo-
sexuals. During my seminary
years (1950s and ’60s), just one
hint that a candidate was form-
ing a special friendship got him
a ticket on the “Midnight Ex-
press.” No gquestions asked, no
explanations given; the offen-
der(s) simply did not show up
for breakfast the next morning.
My class (1966) was decimated!
The post Vatican II exodus
of priests to marry prompted
many Catholics, lay and clergy
alike, to urge the bishops to
pressure Rome to rescind the
mandatory celibacy require-

ment. Rome rebuﬂ’eq the bish-

Now the Vatican, whic
teaches that homosexual acts
are “intrinsically disordered”
(Catechism of the Catholic
Church, section 2357, page 566),
seeks to disqualify gay seminar-
ians from ordination. To be con-
sistent, it should also defrock
gay clergymen. Then bishops
will be forced to pressure Rome
to rescind the celibacy require-
ment as the only ical way
to ensure a supply of clergy.
The church could return to its
ancient practice of having both
married and celibate clergy, as it
did for the first half of its his-
tory.

- MICHAEL A. DIEBOLD
_ Louisville 40220
‘Its search for a scapegoat’
nd to the

[I15 L

cdll D

ban gays as new priests,” about
the Roman Catholic Church’s
most recent attempt to deflect
responsibility for the sexual
abuse committed by its priests
on tens of thousands of children
in this country and throughout
the world. Having spent the bet-
ter part of the last three and a
half years pursuing legal claims
on behalf of some of these vic-
tims, I know all too well the
devastation this problem, and
the church’s steadfast refusal to
deal with it, has placed on these
victims and our society as a
whole.

The childhood sexual abuse
scandal that has plagued the Ro-
man Catholic Church is not
about homosexual priests; it is
about pedophile priests. The
church’s attempt to equate
homosexuality with pedophilia
is a notion that has been sound-
ly rejected by the medical and
scientific communities. There is
2 wealth of literature that deals
with sexual predators, and
many insightful studies have
been published. For anyone in-
terested in learning more about
these issues, 1 recommend Dr.
Anna C. Salter’s 2003 work,
Predators: Pedophiles, Rapists
and Other Sex : Who
They Are, How they Operate,
and How We Can Protect Our-
selves and Our Children (Basic
Books, 2003).

Many of you may be sur-
prised to learn that the Rev.
Louis Miller, one of the most
prolific predatory priests in this
country, is a heterosexual. But
being a h,eterosexugl was not
Miller's problem; being a pedo-
phile was. ...

It is true that a certain per-

also

centage of are
sexual predators. But, sadly, a

0 certain percentage of any group

B
1 1

B

Illustration by Paul Lachine

of people are predators, wheth-
er lawyers, doctors, bankers or
anything else. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice estimates that,
on average, there is one child
molester per square mile in the
United States. These predators
do not look like monsters. In-
stead, they look and act quite
normal, and they use their nor-
mal appearance and actions to
gain access to their victims....

The Roman Catholic Church
must take steps to identify po-
tential child molesters in the
priesthood. Unfortunately,
while claiming that homosex-
uals are the cause of the prob-
Jem may fool the general public,
it will do nothing to protect

dren.

The Catholic sexual abuse
scandal does not involve priests
who have sex with other men; it
involves priests who sexually
abuse children. Most impor-
tantly, the scandal is not the re-
sult of the church’s inability to
identify sexual tors in the
priesthood; instead, it is about
what the church did after its
abusive priests were identified.
This EOm.osexual witch hunt

disrespects both the priesthood,

and all of the good and noble
priests, as well as the thousands
of innocent victims whose lives
have been ruined as a result of
decisions made by the church.
The church must abandon its
search for a scapegoat and con-
front its own responsibility for
those decisions.

Whether priests disobey the
church’s rules regarding celiba-
cy by having consensual sexual
relations, with men or women,
is an issue solely for the church.
Whether priests sexually abuse
our children, on the other hand,
is an issue for all of us.

WILLIAM F. McMURRY
Attormey at Law
Louisville 40241

Vatican’s witch hunt
Thank you for your front-
page article on the Vatican-or-
dered inspections of Roman
Catholic seminaries to root out
«evidence of homosexuality”

of the 17th Century! It appears
witch hunts and closed-min-
dednéss will always have a
in patriarchal hierarchies.

matter. Dying reli-
gious institutions have no need
for compassionate inclusivity of
social outcasts or fresh theolog-
ical perspectives of open-mind-
ed academics.

But who knows? Maybe the
institution will thrive with the
ever-increasing glderly male:
ic priests after the
and free thinkers have been ex-

orcised.
DAVID L. CHERVENAK Jr.



